Last year Bob Mulholland and Michel Benoist reviewed the papers published in the European Spine Journal over 2004. They gave both critical and praising comments regarding a whole set of papers. Their articles were well received not only by our readers, but also by the authors on whose papers comments were given. This shows how, even after a thorough peer review, there remains place for comments, controversy and ultimately improvement.
This year again they have revisited the 2005 papers for us and gave their expert opinion on an array of topics. The surgical point of view comes from Bob Mulholland, the non-surgical comes from Michel Benoist. Both are well known to all of us and there is no need to reprint their curricula. By this token the Editors and the Publisher would like to thank them for their work and commitment. This is also the time to remind our readers that when a basic science paper has been published in our journal this paper automatically qualifies for the GRAMMER European Spine Journal Award. Indeed, this 20,000 euros award is given on a yearly basis to the best basic science paper published in the journal that year. Eur Spine J (2006) 
